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SPEEDING UP 

ñWINDOWS 10ò

http://aztcs.org/
http://aztcs.org/
http://apcug.org/
http://apcug.org/
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Web location for 

this presentation:

http://aztcs.org

Click on ñMeeting Notesò`
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SUMMARY
By using the "System" applet of 

the  WindowsñControl Panelò 

and the services.mscñMicrosoft 

Management Consoleò Snap-in, 

you can increase the speed of 

most "Windows 10" computers.
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BASIC STRATEGY

ÅNo direct editing of the ñregistryò

ÅMake reversible changes to the 

"Windows.." operating system

ÅMake ñimage backupsò and 

ñrestore pointsò, prior to making 

changes

ÅTake advantage of the 

compounding effects of multiple 

speedup tweaks
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PROCEDURE & TOPICS 

ÅStep 1: Make an image backup 

of your "Windows" hard drive

ÅStep 2: Create a ñrestore pointò 

with Windows' "System Restore"

ÅStep 3: Set ñVisual Effectsò for 

ñ..best performanceò

ÅStep 4: Supersize the swap file
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PROCEDURE & TOPICS (continued)

ÅStep 5: Run ñRevo Uninstaller 

Freewareò

ÅStep 6: Use "services.msc" to 

disable some services 

ÅStep 7: Perform ñError-checkingò 

on all hard drives.

ÅStep 9: Defragment all hard drives

ÅStep 10: Turn off startup programs

http://aztcs.org/meeting_notes/winhardsig/speedupWindows/startup_programs.pdf
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DETAILS OF STEP 1:

Drive Image Backup

ÅUse "Macrium Reflect Free Edition", 

"Clonezilla", "Acronis True Image..", 

or "System Image Backup" (which is 

inside "File History" which is inside 

the "Control Panel" of "Windows..") 

AND an external hard drive to 

create a "backup image" of the 

entire C: drive of your "Windows 8" 

or "Windows 8.1" computer.

http://www.macrium.com/reflectfree.aspx
http://clonezilla.org/
http://ugr.com/TrueImage.html
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DETAILS OF STEP 1:

Drive Image Backup (continued)

ÅOur instructions for using the 

free and open source ñClonezillaò 

to make an image backup of a 

hard drive can be found at 

http://aztcs.org/meeting_notes/wi

nhardsig/CZ-backup.pdf

http://aztcs.org/meeting_notes/winhardsig/CZ-backup.pdf
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DETAILS OF STEP 1:

Drive Image Backup (continued)

ÅIf your Windows 10 computer 

has "Secure Boot" in a UEFI 

(instead of a legacy BIOS), only 

the "Alternate" Ubuntu-based 

AMD64 "LiveCD" of "Clonezilla" 

will be able to boot up and 

backup with "Clonezilla..".
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DETAILS OF STEP 2:

Create a ñRestore Pointò
ÅUse Windows' ñSystem Restoreò to 

create a ñrestore pointò

o See    

http://www.techregar.com/how-to-

create-system-restore-point-in-

windows-10/

and 

http://www.tenforums.com/tutorials/457

1-system-restore-point-create-

windows-10-a.html

http://www.techregar.com/how-to-create-system-restore-point-in-windows-10/
http://www.tenforums.com/tutorials/4571-system-restore-point-create-windows-10-a.html
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DETAILS OF STEP 2:

Create a ñRestore Pointò (continued)

Å Step 2a: Using the keyboard,                                 

press Windows key + x key
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DETAILS OF STEP 2:

Create a ñRestore Pointò (continued)
Å Step 2b: A "Power User's Task Menu" will 

pop up and cover the Start Button:
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DETAILS OF STEP 2:

Create a ñRestore Pointò (continued)
Å Step 2c: Use the left mouse button to click on 

"Control Panel":
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DETAILS OF STEP 2:

Create a ñRestore Pointò (continued)
Å Step 2d: An "Control Panel" window will be 

displayed:
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DETAILS OF STEP 2:

Create a ñRestore Pointò (continued)
Å Step 2e: Click on "System and Security" or 

"System":
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DETAILS OF STEP 2:

Create a ñRestore Pointò (continued)
Å Step 2f: Click on "System":
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DETAILS OF STEP 2:

Create a ñRestore Pointò (continued)
Å Step 2g: Click on "System protection" in the 

"System" window:
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DETAILS OF STEP 2:

Create a ñRestore Pointò (continued)
Å Step 2h: Click on "Create" in the "System 

Protection" tab of the "System Properties" 

box:
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DETAILS OF STEP 2:

Create a ñRestore Pointò (continued)
Å Step 2i: Type in a description for the "restore 

point" that you are about to create. For 

example: You might type in "Just before 

performing Windows 10 speedup tweaks"
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DETAILS OF STEP 2:

Create a ñRestore Pointò (continued)
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DETAILS OF STEP 2:

Create a ñRestore Pointò (continued)
Å Step 2j: Click on the "Create" button:
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DETAILS OF STEP 2:

Create a ñRestore Pointò (continued)
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DETAILS OF STEP 2:

Create a ñRestore Pointò (continued)
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DETAILS OF STEP 2:

Create a ñRestore Pointò (continued)
Å Step 2k: Close all open boxes and Windows 

by clicking on their "Close" buttons or "x" 

buttons:
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DETAILS OF STEP 3:

Set "Visual Effects" For Best 

Performance

Å Step 3a: Using the keyboard,                                 

press Windows key + x key
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DETAILS OF STEP 3:

Set "Visual Effects".. (continued)
Å Step 3b: A "Power User's Task Menu" will 

pop up and cover the Start Button:
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DETAILS OF STEP 3:

Set "Visual Effects".. (continued)
Å Step 3c: Use the left mouse button to click on 

"Control Panel":
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DETAILS OF STEP 3:

Set "Visual Effects" (continued)
Å Step 3d: A "Control Panel" window will be 

displayed:
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DETAILS OF STEP 3:

Set "Visual Effects" (continued)
Å Step 3e: Click on "System and Security" or 

"System":
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DETAILS OF STEP 3:

Set "Visual Effects.." (continued)
Å Step 3f: Click on "System":
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DETAILS OF STEP 3:

Set "Visual Effects" (continued)
Å Step 3g: Click on "Advanced system settings" 

in the "System" window:
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DETAILS OF STEP 3:

Set ñVisual Effectsò.. (continued)
Å Step 3h: Click on the ñSettingsò button in the 

"Performance" section of the "Advanced" tab 

of the "System Properties" box:
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DETAILS OF STEP 3:

Set ñVisual Effectsò.. (continued)

ÅStep 3i: A ñPerformance Optionsò 

box will appear:
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DETAILS OF STEP 3:

Set ñVisual Effectsò.. (continued)

ÅStep 3j: Select the "Adjust 

for best performance" option:
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DETAILS OF STEP 3:

Set ñVisual Effectsò.. (continued)
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DETAILS OF STEP 3:

Set ñVisual Effectsò.. (continued)

Å Step 3k: Click on the "Apply" button:
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DETAILS OF STEP 3:

Set ñVisual Effectsò.. (continued)

Å Step 3L: Close all open Windows and 

boxes by clicking on their "x" buttons:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File

Å Step 4a: Using the keyboard,                                 

press Windows key + x key
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
Å Step 4b: A "Power User's Task Menu" will 

pop up and cover the Start Button:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
Å Step 4c: Use the left mouse button to click on 

"Control Panel":
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
Å Step 4d: A "Control Panel" window will be 

displayed:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
Å Step 4e: Click on "System and Security" or 

"System":
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
Å Step 4f: Click on "System":
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
Å Step 4g: Click on "Advanced system settings" 

in the "System" window:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
Å Step 4h: Click on the ñSettingsò button in the 

"Performance" section of the "Advanced" tab 

of the "System Properties" box:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)

Å Step 4i: Click on the "Advanced tab:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)

ÅStep 4j: Click on the 

"Change.." button in the 

"Virtual Memory" section of the 

"Advanced" tab:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File.. (continued)
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)

Å Step 4k: A "Virtual Memory" box will be 

displayed: 
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)

ÅStep 4L: Remove the 

checkmark that is to the left 

of "Automatically manage 

paging file size for all drives"
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)

ÅStep 4m: Select the "Custom 

size" option:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)

Å Step 4O: Change the number in the ñInitial 

size (MB)ò box to a much larger value but do 

not exceed the ñSpace Availableò value that is 

displayed. (We suggest 200000..)
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)

ÅStep 4p: Change the number in 

the ñMaximum size (MB)ò box to 

the same number that you used 

in ñStep 4pò.
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)

ÅStep 4q: Click on the "Set" 

button:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
Å Step 4r: If a "System Properties" box states 

that you have to set the maximum page file 

size below 4096, click on its "OK" button and 

go immediately to Step 4zain ñAppendix 1ò 

on page 132:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)

ÅStep 4t: Click on the "OK" button 

of the "Virtual Memory" box to 

make the "Virtual Memory" box 

disappear:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)

Å Step 4u: If a "System Control Panel Applet" 

box states that you have to "..restart your 

computer.., click on its "OK" button to make 

this box disappear:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
Å Step 4v: Click on the ñApplyò button of the 

ñPerformance Optionsò box:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
Å Step 4v: Click on the ñOKò button of the 

ñPerformance Optionsò box to make it 

disappear:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
Å Step 4w: Click on the ñOKò button of the 

ñSystem Propertiesò box to make it disappear:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File (continued)
Å Step 4w: Click on the ñxò button of the 

ñSystemò box to make it disappear:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File

Å Step 4x: If a dialog box states that ñYou must 

restart your computer..ò, click on its ñRestart 

Nowò button:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File

ÅStep 4y: After your computer 

reboots, use your Web  browser and 

other software application programs 

to see if your computer is 

significantly faster than prior to the 

performance of this procedure.
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

Supersize the Swap File

ÅStep 4z: If your computer is not 

significantly faster, perform Step 4a 

through Step 4z again, and try a 

larger minimum and maximum swap 

file size in "Step 4O" and "Step 4p".
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DETAILS OF STEP 5:

Run ñRevo Uninstaller Freewareò

ÅRun the portable edition of ñRevo 

Uninstaller Freeò to remove 

unwanted toolbars, updaters, and 

miscellaneous software programs.

o See 

http://www.revouninstaller.com/rev

o_uninstaller_free_download.html

http://www.revouninstaller.com/revo_uninstaller_free_download.html


72

DETAILS OF STEP 5:

Run ñRevo Uninstaller Freewareò (continued)
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DETAILS OF STEP 6:

Use services.msc To Disable Some 

Services

Å Step 6a: Using the keyboard,                                 

press Windows key + x key
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DETAILS OF STEP 6:

Use services.msc To Disable Some 

Services (continued)
Å Step 6b: A "Power User's Task Menu" will 

pop up and cover the Start Button:
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DETAILS OF STEP 4:

User services.msc To Disable Some 

Services (continued)
Å Step 6c: Click on "Run":
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DETAILS OF STEP 6:

Use ñservices.mscò.. (continued)
Å Step 6f: A "Run" box will be displayed:
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DETAILS OF STEP 6:

Use ñservices.mscò.. (continued)
Å Step 6g: Inside the "Search" box, type

services.msc
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DETAILS OF STEP 6:

Use ñservices.mscò.. (continued)

Å Step 6h: Click on the "OK" button:
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DETAILS OF STEP 6:

Use ñservices.mscò.. (continued)

ÅStep 6i: A "Services" 

window will be displayed:




