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INSTALLING THE
"WINDOWS DEVELOPERS PREVIEW" PRE-BETA
OF "WINDOWS 8"
INTO A VIRTUAL MACHINE
IN A "WINDOWS.." HOST COMPUTER

HIGH-LEVEL EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Here is your chance try "Windows 8" for free:

Both the 64-bit and the 32-bit versions of "Windows Developers Preview" pre-beta
of "Windows 8" will install easily into a virtual machine in "Oracle VM VirtualBox
4.1" running in a "Windows.." host.

Both the 64-bit and the 32-bit versions of "Windows Developers Preview" pre-beta
of "Windows 8" will install easily into a virtual machine in "VMware Player 4"
running in a "Windows.." host.

In contrast, both the 64-bit and 32-bit versions of the "Windows Developers
Preview" will fail to to install into a virtual machine in "Windows Virtual PC",
"Microsoft Virtual PC 2007", and "VMware Player 3".

PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF THE "WINDOWS 8" PRE-BETA

The "Windows Developers Preview" pre-beta of "Windows 8" became available to
the general public on September 13, 2011.

To download a copy, go to
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/apps/br229516

See also

http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9219991/Microsoft opens Windows 8 pre
view to all?taxonomyld=125



http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/apps/br229516
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9219991/Microsoft_opens_Windows_8_preview_to_all?taxonomyId=125
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and
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/apps/

BURNING AN INSTALLATION DVD WITH THE .ISO FILE
FOR "WINDOWS 8 PRE-BETA"

If you are running "Windows 7..", use your right mouse button to perform a click on
the .1SO file that you downloaded. Then select the "Windows Disc Image Burner"
applet to burn an installation media DVD.

If you are running "Windows XP" or "Windows Vista", use the "ImgBurn" software
program to burn an installation media DVD.

See
http://www.geeksyrup.com/tips/download-and-install-windows-8-developer-preview-
on-windows-7/

and
http://palacedeleon.com/tutorial-how-to-install-windows-8-developer-preview.html

INSTALLING "WINDOWS 8 PRE-BETA" FROM A USB
FLASH DRIVE

See
http://www.windowscommunityforum.com/windows-8-tutorials/822-install-windows-
8-flash-drive.html

and
http://www.technobolt.com/2011/09/14/install-windows-8-using-usb-how-to-quide/
and
http://www.redmondpie.com/how-to-make-windows-8-bootable-usb-flash-drive-the-
easy-way/

and
http://liliputing.com/2011/09/how-to-install-windows-8-using-a-usb-flash-drive.html
and
http://www.grabi.org/2011/09/15/install-windows-8-from-usb-flash-drive-how-to-
tutorial



http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/apps/
http://www.geeksyrup.com/tips/download-and-install-windows-8-developer-preview-on-windows-7/
http://www.geeksyrup.com/tips/download-and-install-windows-8-developer-preview-on-windows-7/
http://palacedeleon.com/tutorial-how-to-install-windows-8-developer-preview.html
http://www.windowscommunityforum.com/windows-8-tutorials/822-install-windows-8-flash-drive.html
http://www.windowscommunityforum.com/windows-8-tutorials/822-install-windows-8-flash-drive.html
http://www.technobolt.com/2011/09/14/install-windows-8-using-usb-how-to-guide/
http://www.redmondpie.com/how-to-make-windows-8-bootable-usb-flash-drive-the-easy-way/
http://www.redmondpie.com/how-to-make-windows-8-bootable-usb-flash-drive-the-easy-way/
http://liliputing.com/2011/09/how-to-install-windows-8-using-a-usb-flash-drive.html
http://www.grabi.org/2011/09/15/install-windows-8-from-usb-flash-drive-how-to-tutorial
http://www.grabi.org/2011/09/15/install-windows-8-from-usb-flash-drive-how-to-tutorial

and

http://www.iphonejailbroken.net/2011/09/install-windows-8-from-a-usb-stick-
quide.html

and
http://windows.djsmobiles.com/2011/09/quide-windows-8-bootable-usb-drive.html
and
http://jaxov.com/2011/04/how-to-install-windows-8-7850-m1-from-usb-flash-drive/

INSTALLING "WINDOWS 8 PREVIEW" INTO A REAL,
PHYSICAL COMPUTER

If you have a spare computer handy, you can install "Windows 8 Preview" into it.
See
http://www.infogenra.com/how-to-install-microsoft-windows-8-on-your-system.html
and

http://www.techradar.com/news/software/operating-systems/how-to-install-
windows-8-developer-preview-1027011

and

VIRTUAL MACHINE PROGRAMS
FOR RUNNING THE "WINDOWS 8 PRE-BETA"

In a blog post on September 16, 2011, Microsoft employees provided the following
list of virtual machine programs within which "Windows 8 Pre-beta" will install and
operate successfully:

Functional:

*Hyper-V in Windows 8 Developer Preview
*Hyper-V in Windows Server 2008 R2
*VVMware Workstation 8.0 for Windows
VirtualBox 4.1.2 for Windows

They also provided a list of virtual machine programs that "Windows 8 Pre-beta"
will not install and operate in:
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*Microsoft Virtual PC (all versions)
*Microsoft Virtual Server (all versions)
*Windows 7 XP Mode

VMWare Workstation 7.x or older

We would like to add that
"VMware Player 4" is very functional for "Windows 8 Prebeta" while "VMware
Player 3" is not.

See
http://blogs.msdn.com/b/b8/archive/2011/09/16/running-windows-8-developer-
preview-in-a-virtual-environment.aspx

and
http://www.winrumors.com/microsoft-provides-virtualization-recommendations-for-
windows-8-developer-preview/

HOW TO TO DUAL-BOOT BETWEEN "WINDOWS 8"
AND "WINDOWS 7"

See
http://www.grabi.org/2011/09/15/dual-boot-windows-8-and-windows-7-how-to-side-
by-side/

and

http://mobilitydigest.com/how-to-dual-boot-with-windows-8-in-5-easy-
steps/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_ medium=feed&utm campaign=Feed%3A+Fu
zeMobility+%28Fuze+Mobility%29

and
http://www.techfeb.com/2011/09/dual-boot-windows-8-with-windows-7-system-
dual-boot-guide/

HOW TO TO DUAL-BOOT BETWEEN "WINDOWS 8"
AND "WINDOWS XP"

See
http://boshdirect.com/blogs/tech/dual-boot-windows-xp-and-windows-8.html
and
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HOW TO INSTALL "WINDOWS 8 PRE-BETA" INTO A
VHD FILE AND BOOT IT UP IN A EXISTING
"WINDOWS 7 ULTIMATE" COMPUTER

The follow article has a great description of how you can boot up a "Windows 8"
.VHD file into an existing "Windows 7" computer. However, it fails to explain that
you need to be running "Windows 7 Ultimate" in order to boot up "Windows 8" that
has been loaded into a .VHD virtual hard drive file:

http://www.hanselman.com/blog/GuideTolnstallingAndBootingWindows8Developer
PreviewOffAVHDVirtualHardDisk.aspx

and

and

http://henkhoogendoorn.blogspot.com/2011/09/quide-to-install-windows-8-on-
vhd.html

and
http://henkhoogendoorn.blogspot.com/2011/09/qguide-to-remove-windows-8-on-
vhd.html

INSTRUCTIONS FOR INSTALLING "WINDOW 8
PREBETA"

AS A VIRTUAL MACHINE

INTO "ORACLE VM VIRTUALBOX"

IN A "WINDOWS.." HOST COMPUTER

See
http://blogs.msdn.com/b/b8/archive/2011/09/16/running-windows-8-developer-
preview-in-a-virtual-environment.aspx

and
http://www.howtogeek.com/74515/how-to-test-drive-windows-8-in-virtualbox/
and
http://dottech.org/tipsntricks/23645/how-to-install-windows-8-on-virtualbox/
and

http://www.addictivetips.com/windows-tips/how-to-install-windows-8-on-
virtualbox/#more-74050
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and
http://www.windows7hacker.com/index.php/2011/09/install-windows-8-developer-
preview-on-virtualbox/

and
http://www.windows8news.com/2011/09/14/install-windows-8-developer-preview/
and

http://techpp.com/2011/09/14/guide-to-install-windows-8-on-virtualbox/

and

http://www.abctrick.com/2011/09/complete-quide-to-install-windows-8.html

and
http://geekswithblogs.net/gjfox/archive/2011/09/15/installation-quide-to-install-
windows-8-developer-preview-on-virtual.aspx

and

http://searchdaily.net/tag/windows-8-download-and-installation-quide

and
http://debugmode.net/2011/09/15/step-by-step-installation-quide-to-install-windows-
8-developer-preview-on-virtual-box/

INSTRUCTIONS FOR INSTALLING "WINDOW 8
PREBETA"

AS A VIRTUAL MACHINE

INTO "VMWARE PLAYER 4" (FREE)

IN A "WINDOWS.." HOST COMPUTER

http://www.windows7hacker.com/index.php/2011/10/installing-windows-8-
developer-preview-on-vmware-player-in-windows-7/

INSTRUCTIONS FOR INSTALLING "WINDOW 8
PREBETA"

AS A VIRTUAL MACHINE

INTO "VMWARE WORKSTATION 8" (NOT FREE)
IN A "WINDOWS.." HOST COMPUTER
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See
http://www.sysprobs.com/quide-install-windows-8-on-vmware-workstation-with-
vmware-tools

and

http://dotnet.dzone.com/news/step-step-tutorial-
setup?utm_source=feedburner&utm medium=feed&utm campaign=Feed%3A+z0
nes%2Fdotnet+(.NET+Zone)

and

http://www.afterdawn.com/news/article.cfm/2011/09/15/install windows 8 dev pre
view in_vmware workstation

and

http://www.mytricks.in/2011/09/quide-installing-windows-8-developer.html

SUCCESSFUL INSTALLATION OF "WINDOWS 8"
PRE-BETA INTO "ORACLE VM VIRTUALBOX 4.1"
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THE "METRO STYLE" INTERFACE
OF "WINDOWS 8"
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THE LEGACY "DESKTOP" VIEW OF "WINDOWS 8":
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"INTERNET EXPLORER 10" WITHIN THE "METRO”
INTERFACE" OF "WINDOWS 8":
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"INTERNET EXPLORER 10" WITHIN THE LEGACY
"DESKTOP" VIEW OF "WINDOWS 8":

‘%S Windows 8 Preview 64-bit [Running] - Oracle VM VirtualBox ' = IDI)_(J
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"WINDOWS 8" TUTORIAL GUIDES

Once you get "Windows 8 Pre-beta" installed somewhere, you will probably need to
read a few tutorials to get smarter on the new-fangled features of "Windows 8..":
See

http://www.slashgear.com/microsoft-windows-8-complete-quide-13179119/

and
http://blogs.msdn.com/b/robmar/archive/2011/09/14/download-the-windows-8-
guide.aspx

and

http://www.sysprobs.com/quide-install-windows-8-virtualbox

and

http://www.addictivetips.com/windows-tips/the-complete-quide-to-windows-8-
explorer-new-ribbon-tools-and-options/

and

http://blogs.computerworld.com/18951/four windows 8 secret tips and tricks
and
http://www.techradar.com/news/software/operating-systems/hands-on-windows-8-
review-1025259

and
http://www.howtogeek.com/74331/how-to-create-your-own-windows-8-shortcuts-
for-shutdown-perhaps/

and

http://www.addictivetips.com/windows-tips/the-complete-quide-to-windows-8-
startup-menu/

and
http://www.addictivetips.com/windows-tips/how-to-enable-64-bit-mode-in-internet-
explorer-10-on-windows-8/

and

http://www.addictivetips.com/windows-tips/how-to-restart-log-off-sleep-and-
shutdown-windows-8

and
http://www.addictivetips.com/windows-tips/how-to-automatically-login-to-windows-
8-direct-logon/
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and

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/13/windows-8-

features n_ 960478.html#s359959&title=Touchscreen Password To

and

http://www.windows8news.com/2011/09/14/windows-8-developer-preview-
keyboardmouse-shortcuts/

and
http://www.addictivetips.com/windows-tips/the-complete-quide-to-windows-8-file-
history-backup/

and
http://www.addictivetips.com/windows-tips/the-complete-quide-to-windows-8-
startup-menu/

and

http://vasudevg.blogspot.com/2011/09/download-windows-8-quide-and-
factsheet.html

and
http://technomondo.com/2011/09/16/the-complete-quide-to-windows-8-metro-
control-panel/

and

http://www.notebookreview.com/default.asp?news|D=6268

and
http://www.triviaburst.com/blog/2011/09/13/microsoft-windows-8-complete-quide/
and
http://www.ithinkdiff.com/enable-windows-8-aero-aurora-feature-how-to-quide/
and
http://gizmofusion.com/2011/09/windows-8-new-way-to-shutdown-your-computer-
step-by-step-quide/

and
http://www.howtogeek.com/74331/how-to-create-your-own-windows-8-shortcuts-
for-shutdown-perhaps/

and
http://www.mywindowsclub.com/resources/5103-How-create-Shutdown-Shortcut-
Windows.aspx

and

http://www.addictivetips.com/windows-tips/how-to-restart-log-off-sleep-and-
shutdown-windows-8/

and

http://www.pcmag.com/slideshow/story/287925/a-windows-8-
glossary/1#fbid=vyRgypapQc9

and

http://chris.59north.com/post/2011/09/15/Windows-8-feature-Charms.aspx
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http://www.triviaburst.com/blog/2011/09/13/microsoft-windows-8-complete-guide/
http://www.ithinkdiff.com/enable-windows-8-aero-aurora-feature-how-to-guide/
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and
http://www.techrepublic.com/blog/window-on-windows/tweak-windows-8-to-
remove-the-metro-interface/5077

and

http://www.intowindows.com/disable-windows-8-metro-ui/

and

http://maketecheasier.com/a-quick-peek-at-windows-8/2011/09/22

and
http://arstechnica.com/microsoft/news/2011/09/metro-style-internet-explorer-10-
ditches-flash-plugins.ars

and
http://blogs.msdn.com/b/b8/archive/2011/09/14/metro-style-web-browsing-one-
engine-two-experiences-no-compromises.aspx

and
http://www.tomsquide.com/us/Internet-Explorer-Metro-Flash-HTML5-Dean-
Hachamovitch,news-12536.html

and
http://www.addictivetips.com/windows-tips/tweak-and-customize-windows-8-with-
metro-ui-tweaker/

and

http://www.emoiz.com/top-50-windows-8-tips-and-tricks-and-secrets



http://www.techrepublic.com/blog/window-on-windows/tweak-windows-8-to-remove-the-metro-interface/5077
http://www.techrepublic.com/blog/window-on-windows/tweak-windows-8-to-remove-the-metro-interface/5077
http://www.intowindows.com/disable-windows-8-metro-ui/
http://maketecheasier.com/a-quick-peek-at-windows-8/2011/09/22
http://arstechnica.com/microsoft/news/2011/09/metro-style-internet-explorer-10-ditches-flash-plugins.ars
http://arstechnica.com/microsoft/news/2011/09/metro-style-internet-explorer-10-ditches-flash-plugins.ars
http://blogs.msdn.com/b/b8/archive/2011/09/14/metro-style-web-browsing-one-engine-two-experiences-no-compromises.aspx
http://blogs.msdn.com/b/b8/archive/2011/09/14/metro-style-web-browsing-one-engine-two-experiences-no-compromises.aspx
http://www.tomsguide.com/us/Internet-Explorer-Metro-Flash-HTML5-Dean-Hachamovitch,news-12536.html
http://www.tomsguide.com/us/Internet-Explorer-Metro-Flash-HTML5-Dean-Hachamovitch,news-12536.html
http://www.addictivetips.com/windows-tips/tweak-and-customize-windows-8-with-metro-ui-tweaker/
http://www.addictivetips.com/windows-tips/tweak-and-customize-windows-8-with-metro-ui-tweaker/
http://www.emoiz.com/top-50-windows-8-tips-and-tricks-and-secrets

FAILED INSTALLATION OF "WINDOWS 8" PRE-BETA
INTO "WINDOWS VIRTUAL PC"

Jﬂ Windows 8 Preview 32-bit - Windows Virtual PC

Action = Tools * Chrl+Alt+Del

Your PC ran into a problem that it couldn't

handle, and now it needs to restart.

You can search for the error anline: HAL INITIALIZATION FAILED

We failed to install both the 64-bit and the 32-bit versions of the pre-beta of
"Windows 8" into "Windows Virtual PC".



FAILED INSTALLATION OF "WINDOWS 8" PRE-BETA
INTO "VMWARE PLAYER 3"

= File ¥ Virtual Machine ¥ Help « - 0Ox

S viware Plaver internal monitor error #*
wepU-0NOT _IMPLEMENTED: vimcorefvmim fintr/apic.c: 1903
Please report this problem by selecting menu item Help = WiMware on the Web =
Request Support, or by going to the Web page "hitfh: /Amware com/finfo?
id=88logFile =C% 3a%5cUsers 96 5ctesh ser WScDocurnents S65cy irtual %6 20Machines
S65cWindows %6 2082 20Preview 96 20x64% Scvmware Yh-elogfcorel ocation=C%3a
265cl sersShSeteshuser 36 ScDocuments 36 5cirtual 9h20Machines 36 ScWindows
D6208% 20Preview 96 20x64% Scvmware 6 2dcore 36500% 2d 1 965d% 2egz 96 2006200
9638965 sers ShSctesiuser 965cDocuments %650y irtual % 20Machines 96 ScWWindows
D6208% 20Preview 62064 % 5evimwaret4%h 2deore 3 5b0%62d1 365092z, Please
provide us with the log file (C:\Users\testuser\Documentsiiirtual Machines\Windows 8
Preview x64'wmware.log) and the core file(s) (C:\Users\testuser\DocumentsiVirtual
Machines\Windows 8 Preview x64ywmware-core[0-1].gz, C:\sers\teshuser\Documents
YWirtual Machines\Windows & Preview x6d\wmwaretd-core[0-1].gz, C:\Usersiteshser
YDocumentsirtual Machines\Windows 8 Preview x64\wmware-vmx-756.dmp).
If the problem is repeatable, please select 'Run with debugging information' in the
Options panel of Virtual Machine Settings. Then reproduce the incident and file it
according to the instructions.
To collect data to submit to VYiMware support, run "wm-support”,
We will respond on the basis of vour support entitlerment.
We appreciate vour feedback,

- the Wihviware Player tearm.

OK |

e ————————————————————————————————

We failed to install both the 64-bit and the 32-bit versions of the pre-beta of
"Windows 8" into "VMware Player 3",




